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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
MELANIE COOPER,  
WILLIAM HATTAWAY, 
NATASHA VINSON, and 
PHILLIP VINSON, 
 

Plaintiffs,         
 
v.        Case No.: 2018-CA-001520 
 
WILDLANDS SERVICE INC., 
 

Defendant. 
________________________________/ 
 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
 

 COMES NOW, Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper, William Hattaway, Natasha Vinson, and 

Phillip Vinson, files this Complaint against Defendant, Wildlands Service Inc., a Florida 

Corporation, and alleges as follows: 

General Allegations  

1. This is an action for damages in excess of $15,000. 

2. Plaintiffs, Natasha Vinson and Phillip Vinson, are the owners of 607 Wilderness 

Road, Eastpoint, Florida. 

3. Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper and William Hattaway, were tenants of Natasha Vinson 

and Phillip Vinson at 607 Wilderness Road, Eastpoint, Florida. 

4. Wildlands Service Inc. (Wildlands Service) is a Florida corporation whose 

principal place of business is 1862 Jefferson Road, Tallahassee, Florida, 32317. Wildlands Service 

specializes in fire suppression services, controlled burns, and own bulldozers used in connection 

with controlled burns of woodlands throughout the State of Florida.  
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5.  On Monday June 18, 2018 at 11:00 am, Wildlands Service commenced a 

controlled burn. Wildlands Service intended to burn approximately 480 acers within the 

Apalachicola River Wildlife and Environmental Area. The original burn area was in relatively 

close proximity to the house owned by Plaintiffs, Natasha and Phillip Vinson, which was rented 

to Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper and William Hattaway.  

6. On June 19, 2018 Defendant, Wildlands Service, advised that, “burn went well”, 

and that no fire had escaped from the area that was contracted by Wildlands Service. Wildlands 

Service submitted an invoice for $26,400. In fact, the controlled burn had not been extinguished 

by Wildlands Service. Apparently on June 20, 2018, Defendant, Wildlands Service, abandoned the 

job and did not return.  

7. Suddenly on June 24, 2018, the controlled burn that was intended to be limited to 

480 acres continued to burn. The control burn burned an additional 340 acres, which resulted in 

Plaintiffs, Natasha Vinson and Phillip Vinson’s home being destroyed by fire. The fire also 

resulted in Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper and William Hattaway contents being completely destroyed. 

Tragically, a comfort dog owned by Plaintiff, Melanie Cooper, (who is disabled), died in the fire. 

Count I - Strict Liability   

8. Plaintiffs reincorporate and reallege paragraphs 1 through 7. 

9. Defendant, Wildlands Service, was engaging in an ultra-hazardous activity while 

engaging in a controlled burn. Defendant, Wildlands Service, is strictly liable for the damages 

suffered by the Plaintiffs. Defendant, Wildlands Service, knew of the foreseeable risks of harm 

posed by the controlled burn and could have reasonably taken precautions to eliminate the risks of 

the controlled burn.  Defendant, Wildlands Service, could have insured that the controlled burn 

did not spread to the Plaintiffs home and possessions. For example, the risk of the controlled burn 
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spreading could have been avoided in a commercially reasonably manner, but Defendant, 

Wildlands Service, failed to do so. For example, Defendant, Wildlands Service, could have kept 

bulldozers and several employees on site to eliminate the risk of the fire spreading to the Plaintiffs’ 

home and possessions. Defendant, Wildlands Services’ failure to take these reasonable precautions 

was purely for a profit purpose and the failure to do so was a decision made by Wildlands Service 

senior management, including Wildlands Service owner, John Douglas Williams.   

10. Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper, William Hattaway, Natasha Vinson, and Phillip 

Vinson, did not subject themselves to the risks that their homes and possessions would be 

destroyed by the wildfire started by Defendant, Wildlands Service. Further, the Plaintiffs did not 

assume those risks.  

11. Defendant, Wildlands Service, breached their duty to the Plaintiffs, and is therefore 

liable for the physical harm and injuries caused to the Plaintiffs, as well as lost earnings in the past, 

and lost earnings in the future to Plaintiffs, Melanie Cooper and William Hattaway. 

NOW WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs individually demand judgement against all damages, costs 

of this action and such other relief as this Court deems appropriate. 

Count II - Negligence  

12. Plaintiffs reincorporate and reallege paragraphs 1 through 7. 

13. Defendant, Wildlands Service, owed a duty to the Plaintiffs. 

14. Defendant, Wildlands Service, breached such duty to the Plaintiffs. 

15. The resulting breach of duty caused the Plaintiffs damages.  

16. Plaintiffs suffered pain and suffering, lost earnings in the past, and future, and other 

costs and damages associated with the destruction of 607Wilderness Road Eastpoint, Florida. 



4 

NOW WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs individually demand judgement against all damages, costs 

of this action and such other relief as this Court deems appropriate. 

Demand for Jury Trial 

Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury on all counts. 

 DATED this 12th day of July, 2018.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

The Law Offices of 
STEVEN R. ANDREWS, P.A. 
822 North Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
T: (850) 681-6416 / F: 681-6984  

 
       __/s/ Steven R. Andrews 

STEVEN R. ANDREWS (FBN 0263680) 
BRIAN O. FINNERTY (FBN 0094647) 
brian@andrewslaw.com 
RYAN J. ANDREWS (FBN 0104703) 
ryan@andrewslaw.com 
service@andrewslaw.com 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 

 
 

 

 


